[Morphological characteristics of craniofacial complex in adults with skeletal class III malocclusions].
To identify the morphological characteristics of craniofacial structure in patients with skeletal class III malocclusions. The study samples consisted of 63 lateral cephalometric radiographs of adult with class I malocclusion (32 male and 31 female, ages >17 years) and 27 patients with skeletal class III malocclusion (14 male and 13 female, ages >17 years, ANB >-3). The proportion of posterior cranial base and the mandibular length were measured. There was an increase in total mandibular length (Go-Gn, Cd-Gn) in female patients with class III malocclusion. There was a decrease in the posterior cranial base length (S-Ar) and an increase in mandibular length (Go-Gn) in male patients with class III malocclusion. The major craniofacial characteristics of skeletal class III malocclusion compared with those of class I malocclusion are smaller posterior cranial base in males and larger mandibular length in both sexes.